
 

 

 

April 9, 2020 

 

The Honorable Steven T. Mnuchin 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of the Treasury 

1500 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.  

Washington, D.C. 20220 

 
Dear Secretary Mnuchin: 

 

We respectfully write to encourage the Treasury Department to provide guidance to U.S. governors that 

ensures that the Coronavirus Relief Fund is distributed in a timely manner to all local governments, 

regardless of population, in order to ensure that smaller communities are not left behind. 

 

Last week, Congress passed and the President signed Public Law 116-136, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief 

and Economic Security (CARES) Act. This legislation established the $150 billion Coronavirus Relief 

Fund, which will help State and local authorities cover the direct costs associated with the response to this 

public health emergency. 

 

Unfortunately, the CARES Act included language that defines the minimal level of local government as a 

population of 500,000. As governors focus on state-wide priorities, it is critical that Mayors have the 

resources to provide real-time support for communities on the frontlines of  this unprecedented pandemic. 

 

In particular, the Department should provide governors with guidance to ensure the fair and expedited 

distribution of funds to cities and struggling communities. Treasury should model the distribution of 

Coronavirus Relief Funds with existing federal grant distribution models that ensure that no community 

or city is left alone in serving residents who are desperate for relief. 

 

As always, we appreciate your service and prompt attention to this important matter. Time is of the 

essence, and we must ensure that critical funding reaches those most in need.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Ron Kind 

Member of Congress 

 

 

 

 

 
 


