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February 2, 2011

Governor Scott Walker
115 East Capitol
Madison WI 53702

Dear Governor Walker,

~ As your administration reviews the urgent transportation needs of our state, I write requesting that you
immediately address the future of the Stillwater Lift Bridge and the St. Croix River Crossing Project. The 80 year-
old Stillwater Lift Bridge is functionally deficient, in need of substantial investment to simply maintain its
operation, is the site of substantial congestion and safety hazards, and limits the ability of the region to attract jobs
and tourism. : :

In October 2010, the National Park Service found that even with mitigation efforts, the construction of a new

“bridge would impact the scenic and recreational value of the St. Croix River. Given the unique history of this
project, the inadequacy of the existing infrastructure, and the extraordinary effort that has been made to
accommodate the historic preservation and environmental concerns surrounding this project, I am hopeful that
Congress can work together in a bipartisan way to allow the St. Croix River Crossing Project to move forward
while maintaining the integrity of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.

Western Wisconsin is in dire need of real long-term transportation solutions. High speed rail would have provided
a viable alternate mode of transportation to travel into the Minneapolis-St. Paul metropolitan area and help ease
the congestion on both the Stillwater Bridge and Interstate 94. Since the state has refused federal funding to
‘extend high speed rail from Milwaukee to Minneapolis, it is absolutely vital that your administration puts forward
a realistic transportation plan that addresses our aging infrastructure and increasing.congestion.

Letters of support from the Governors of both Wisconsin and Minnesota that outline the need for the project and
the commitment to maintain the environmental mitigation efforts envisioned in the St. Croix River Crossing
Project are essential to help smooth the way for Congressional passage. I therefore urge you to provide a letter
affirming your Administration’s support for the St. Croix River Crossing Project. ‘

Business leaders throughout the state have made it clear that if we want Wisconsin to be open to business, we
must be willing to make investments in our transportation system. Today, the Stillwater Lift Bridge experiences a
crash rate that is twice the statewide level and, without a new bridge, congestion is expected to double over the
next 20 years. I strongly believe that this project would jumpstart business creation in northwestern Wisconsin
and reduce the costs that congestion imposes on residents, commuters, infrastructure, the local economy, and the
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I look forward to your timely response on this important issue.

Sincerely, -~ - . . ,
Ron Kind '
Member of Congress
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